He Who Fell But Couldn't Tell If He Even Tried To Resist
Daniel Oksenberg

Curator: Abraham Kritzman
Performance: Harel Wahnich, Leib Lev Levin and Nimrod Keinan

The exhibition He Who Fell But Couldn't'Tell If He Even Tried To Resist consists of a
performative sculptural installation in which the audience is invited to enter an intimate
experience both as a viewer and as a prop - it is a stage of paintings, objects and lighting
elements, and an inhabited arena occasionally.populated by actors who are in a state of
melancholy. They cry, they hurt and they present signs of emotional destress: The set-like
environment divides the gallery to different platforms, through which the actoers mave during
their stay.

The installation is built from several separate elements of emotionally charged imagery born of
memories from Oksenberg's life. These are personal motifs that trigger and instantly evoke a
deep sense of sadness in him. Melancholy and desolation take on atangible visual form - which
Oksenberg formulates by tracing body postures and positions of a distressed person (such as
lying in bed or sobbing). Oksenberg creates colorful constructions' designed to contain and
immortalize the pain of the wounded souls. These constructions are at the same time ad hoc
props able to be dismantled-and assembled.as desired. The:theatrical sense:of the.exhibition
blurs the boundaries between objects and subjects, background.and characters, actors and
viewers.

The wooden platforms are shaped as monument-like elements inspired by urban surrounding,
formulating poetic scenes: a late night bus ride, a sun scorched pavement, a crumpled traffic
sign, a flower in bloom, a resting tractor’s bucket and an indifferent traffic enforcement camera.
Each is artistically treated, with having its own ‘props’ - things such as used kleenex tissues,
Bougainvillea flowers and a quilt. The exhibition space becomes a reflective sanctuary for the
emotionally wounded and an environment where visitors can stay and wallow over their own
private agony as they please.

He Who Fell But Couldn't Tell If He Even Tried To Resist brings together two.aspects of a
functioning set: containing a given narrative/'yet creating actual circumstances. The exhibition
displays a personal drama — the story of becoming an adult. Founded on loss and anguish, a
wailing showground is created. It distorts'the everyday reality and opens up a contemplative
space where we may each question the stories that we tell ourselves.
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